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ARE YOU THE ONE? 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 7:18-28 

Messengers from John the Baptist 

18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his 

disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the 

Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 

another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil 

spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good 

news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

24 When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 

25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 

are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did 

you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is 

least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
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“Calling two of them, John sent these disciples to Jesus to ask Him, ‘Are You the One…?’” 

(Luke 7:18-19) 

 

Just the mention of the word cockroach can make people sick. Say the word cockroach, 

and people think, “Nasty.” “Dirty.” “Filthy.” But scientists are claiming that cockroaches 

may yet save the world. They’re fast. They can squeeze through any space, and they are 

tough to kill. According to a recent BBC Magazine article, in 1999, Professor Robert Full at 

the University of California, Berkley, designed a six-legged robot that moves faster than 

any others. What inspired him? A cockroach. In a 2014 TED talk, he explained how the 

cockroach’s springy legs, rounded body shape, and flexible exoskeleton enable them to 

travel over complex terrain. In fact, the cockroach’s legs are even providing ideas for 

designing prosthetic legs for humans.  

 

Then there's the robot roach: combination live cockroach and mini-computer. By sending 

messages to the computer, scientists can steer the cockroach into places that are hard 

for humans to get to, such as inside collapsed buildings or broken sewers. In those tight 

spaces, the mini-computer on the roach can be used to collect data. But the greatest 

contribution of the cockroach may be the result of its tough, almost indestructible nature. 

Scientists think the cockroach might hold the key to the development of drugs that will 

knock out the most resistant bacteria that make humans ill, such as E. coli and MRSA. 

Imagine, using a creepy crawly bug to defeat a superflu bug. Could the cockroach be 

the thing to save the world? You look as though you may have your doubts about that. 

 

So did John the Baptist. John was having his doubts about Jesus. Was Jesus the one to 

save Israel? “Are you the one who is to come,” John asked, “or shall we look for 

another?”  

 

But John had been so hopeful, so confident!! Wasn’t John the Baptist the one who had 

spoken of Jesus in terms of the fork and the fire? Hadn’t he described Jesus as a farmer 

with his pitchfork and burning trash pile, separating the wheat from the chaff and then 

burning up the chaff in the fire?  
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That’s exactly what Jesus sounded like when He was ripping into the Pharisees. Or when 

He was threatening the cities of Galilee with worse fire and brimstone than Sodom and 

Gomorrah experienced.  

 

A massive violent storm was coming in AD 70. The destruction of Jerusalem and its temple. 

It would result not only from many Jews following misguided leaders. It would result also 

from many Jews rejecting Jesus as their leader. Jesus was a stumbling block about to 

crush many. Jesus was a sword that was about to lay open and reveal the hearts and 

loyalties of many. Jesus was a fork and a fire.  

 

Yeah, that’s the message of judgment our country needs to hear today!  

 

Yet, before we say, “Yeah, our country needs more fire and brimstone,” first we need to 

look more closely at whom Jesus aimed that message of judgment. It was aimed at 

religious people, like you and me. Because they did not think they needed mercy. They 

criticized Jesus for offering mercy to Samaritans, prostitutes, tax collectors and other kinds 

of folks who were headed for hell. They criticized Jesus for His ministry of mercy, and John 

the Baptist himself was having doubts about it.  

 

Perhaps he had expected Jesus to come in like fire and yank Herod Antipas off his throne 

and take over as the rightful king of the Jews and start knocking heads together. Instead, 

Jesus was, as He explained to John’s disciples, Jesus was healing the demon-possessed, 

restoring sight to the blind, causing the disabled to walk, the deaf to hear, the lepers to 

be cleansed, the dead to be raised. He was preaching good news to the poor.  

 

For He was not sent to condemn the world but to save the world. Through mercy. Mercy 

was the heart of Jesus’ message, as it must be for the church. Mercy is what we must 

preach and what we must do.  

 

But religious people like John and like you and like me… may be troubled by that, 

thinking that the wicked are just going to get away with their wickedness. As one of our 

members put it, “The country is going to hell in a hand basket.” 
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So, the second half of this passage is very important for religious people like John and you 

and me. At first it appears in this second half of the passage that Jesus is merely talking 

about John the Baptist. He asked the crowds regarding John, “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, 

you didn’t go out to see a king.”  

 

In the very next line, Jesus shows where this line of questioning is really going. “Didn’t you 

go out to see a prophet? Yes, and more than a prophet.” More than a prophet may 

have been what John thought of Jesus. John may have thought that Jesus was the one 

who would come with fire like Elijah of old, who called down fire in his stand-off with the 

prophets of Baal. But it was John who fulfilled that prophecy. That’s the point Jesus was 

making. John was the promised second Elijah. John preached with fire and judgment. 

John was the one who was more than a prophet, who fulfilled the promises in Isaiah and 

Malachi of a messenger who would go and prepare the way… but for whom?  

 

Here’s where Jesus was going with these questions. This is so very important to religious 

people like John and you and me, who think the world is going to hell in a hand basket, 

or the country going to hell in a hand basket, or the neighbors are going to hell in a hand 

basket. For whom was the messenger to prepare the way? Who was Jesus?  

 

God Himself. “A voice of one calling: In the desert prepare the way for the Lord. Make 

straight a highway for our God.” “See I will send my messenger who will prepare the way 

before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His temple.”  

 

So, who was this Jesus leading His followers in a ministry of mercy? God! God who in His 

wisdom decided to show folks how it will be on the Last Day so that they might look 

forward to it with hope. Yes, the Last Day will be a day of fire and judgment and for God’s 

people perfect mercy and joy and peace will follow. In order to show folks that, God sent 

John preaching fire and judgment, and then He Himself came preaching and doing 

mercy. Because that is what folks need… every single one of us.  
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So, it was God who was born in a manger. It was God who healed the diseased and 

raised the dead. It was God who died on a cross for us. It was God who rose from the 

dead for us. It is still God healing people and healing the world at every level.  Often He 

does that through folks like you and me.  

 

No, it’s not the kind of thing you’re gonna hear about on the six o’clock news or read 

about in the newspaper. Good news is not what sells. No, not every person who has been 

touched by your act of mercy or your word of mercy will come back and thank you for it.  

 

But that does not make it any less powerful. In His wisdom, God is merciful at the present 

time, also towards you and me. Now is the hour for mercy and healing and for preaching 

good news to the poor. So that we, and others will look forward to the Day of Judgment 

with hope. For the night is far spent. The day is almost here. (Roman 13:12) 

 

Amen 

 


